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Logical Lead Guitar 
 

Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know 
 
In this Bonus Section I’ve put together a 
collection of 25 of perhaps the most common riffs 
used in basic guitar soloing – whether you play 
rock, blues, country, jazz, or whatever. These are 
riffs you absolutely MUST know, and you must be 
able to play them fluently – in any key. (Don’t 
panic: That just means sliding them up and down the  
neck a fret or more to change keys). If you’re 
going to play any kind of lead guitar, sooner or 
later you’re going to end up playing these riffs, 
or some variations on these riffs.  
 
Practice each of these riffs over and over until 
you can play them quickly, smoothly and 
effortlessly. If you’re a beginner level guitarist,  
that means you might have to play each of these 
riffs several hundred times before it becomes 
effortless. Hey, don’t despair, I’ve done it, and 
so did Jimmy Page, Jimi Hendrix, Eddie Van Halen, 
and every other famous guitarist you’ve ever heard.  
Besides, each riff is only a couple of seconds 
long. You ought to be able to play any of these 25 
riffs at least 10 times in one minute – though of 
course you’ll be slower at first. Just get going, 
and soon enough you’ll be able to play all these 
great riffs.  
 
Once you’ve worked out each of these 25 riffs to 
perfection (or as close as you can get, for now – 
you’ll be better at each of these a month from now,  
and even better than that two months from now) 
start combining them and you’ll start sounding like  
a lead guitarist. There are a great number of 
famous solos which simply include a handful of 
these 25 riffs strung together, one after another.  
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 
A fantastic bonus to learning these 25 riffs and 
playing them, literally hundreds of times, is that 
your ear will become able to pick these riffs out 
in real time when you’re listening to your favorite  
lead guitarist play a solo. The inevitable ear 
training that happens when you practice a riff over  
and over will enable you to recognize the riff when  
you hear someone else play it. And you’ll be pretty  
excited the first time you actually hear something 
on a CD or the radio and say, “Hey, I know exactly 
what he just played – I know how to play that!”  
 
So get to work, but remember: Be patient, repeat 
each phrase over and over until you nail it, and 
most of all: HAVE FUN! 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
  
Note: I’ve created all of these riffs in the 
popular key of A minor. After you learn them – or 
even while you’re learning them – you should move 
them up and down the neck and try them out in other  
keys. Hint: If you slide the patterns up one fret, 
you'll be playing them in B-flat; two frets will 
put them in B; three frets will put them in C.  
 
This kind of simple movement is all you need to do 
to play these riffs – or similar variations of them  
which you make up yourself (after you become 
familiar with these basics) – to play similar but 
different solos in different songs in different 
keys. This is basically what all your guitar heroes  
do! 
 

1)  Use the main pentatonic shape at the 5 th  fret 
(key of A minor) for this one. The first note 
played is A, the root note of the pattern – the 
key note and the most important note when 
playing over an A chord. Beginning or ending a 
phrase on the root note of a chord always 
works. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

2)  This riff is also played in the main pentatonic 
shape. This riff ends on the root note. 

 

 
 
 

3)  Another riff in the main pentatonic shape. This 
is a combination of riffs #1 and #2. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

4)  This riff is the same melody as riff #1, but 
instead of playing this in the main pentatonic 
shape, we’ll play it in B.B.’s Box. If you 
aren’t sure what B.B.’s Box is, you need to 
watch the Logical Lead Guitar DVD section on 
Pentatonics again. B.B.’s Box is explained 
there, in great detail. 

 

 
5)  This riff is the same as riff #2, but again, 

instead of playing it in the main pentatonic 
shape, we’ll play it in B.B.’s Box. This is an 
absolutely essential little riff heard in 
thousands of famous guitar solos, as shown, or 
in slight variations. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 
 
6)  Now the combination of #1 and #2, as played in 

B.B.’s Box. 
 

 
7)  I refer to this riff as Chuck Berry #1, 

because, well…, because this is so 
quintessential Chuck Berry. Yet every lead 
guitarist you’ve ever heard since has probably 
used this riff at one time or another – or a 
lot. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

8)  And I call this riff Chuck Berry #2, because it 
is something he played regularly, and something 
which all the great lead players in the next 
generation (Hendrix, Page, Clapton, Beck, 
Richards, Harrison, etc.) worked very hard to 
learn and perfect as well. 

 

 
9)  This riff uses something I call “sliding 

thirds” at the top of main pentatonic pattern. 
This is yet another ubiquitous riff which 
almost any  lead guitarist since the days of 
Robert Johnson (1930's blues legend) has used – 
often extensively – in their lead guitar 
playing. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

10)  Now we’ll take those sliding thirds and 
play a complete riff, resolving to the root 
note. 

 

 
11)  Here’s a very common ascending pentatonic riff, 

heard in thousands of solos. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

 
12)  And now an extension on riff 11.  
 

 
 
 
 

13)  Riff #13 is a common ascending pentatonic 
riff that puts notes in groups of three – often 
known as a “triplet” feel. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

14)  This riff is essential to many great solos 
by Jimmy Page, Hendrix, Clapton, and untold 
numbers of famous guitarists. You’ll use pull-
offs to really play this one quickly. It's 
similar to Riff 13, but played backwards.  

 

 
 

15)  This “double stop” bend riff sounds 
slightly country-ish, but everyone from Slash 
to the heaviest metal players use this one. Let 
both notes ring while you bend the third 
string. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

16)  Now we’ll take riff #15 a little further, 
bending, then releasing the 7 th  fret on the 
third string, then pulling off to the 5 th  fret, 
then resolve the riff to A on the fourth 
string. Let the second string ring the whole 
time, until you play A at the end of the riff. 

 

 
 

17)  Pick the 5 th  fret on the third string, then 
hammer-on your second finger at the 6 th  fret of 
the third string, before playing notes on the 
second and first strings. I refer to this 
technique as a “Mixo-Blues” riff, and it is 
part of countless great solos. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

18)  Riff 18 takes the Mixo-blues hammer-on 
riff in a swing direction. 

 

 
 
 

19)  Now we’ll take that Mixo-Blues riff a bit 
further, combining them a bit with our Chuck 
Berry #2 riff.  
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

20)  This simple and very common riff is called 
“The Rake” by some folks I’ve discussed it 
with, including the likes of B.B. King and Pete 
Anderson (Dwight Yoakam’s long-time guitarist 
and producer). Play the 7 th  fret on the second 
string with your third finger and the 8 th  fret 
on the first string with your fourth finger, 
and bend them very slightly, before resolving 
to the 5 th  fret.  
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 
21)  For lack of a better name, I call this 

riff “Whole Lotta Bend” because one of the most 
famous uses of it – though it’s used in 
thousands of solos – is Jimmy Page’s solo in 
Led Zeppelin’s “Whole Lotta Love.” On this one, 
you’ve got to bend that first note a step and a 
half – making that 12 th  fret E sound like G at 
the 15 th  fret.  

 

 
 
 

22)  Here’s a common main pentatonic shape riff 
Jimmy Page, and many others, do quite often. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

23)  Riff #23 is a slight take on Chuck Berry 
#2, and something Jimmy Page played in 
“Stairway To Heaven.” 

 

 
 

24)  Eric Clapton – among others – uses this 
regularly. Hold the second string and first 
string together and let them ring together. 
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Bonus Section: 25 Riffs You Must Know (cont'd) 
 

25)  This is a common boogie-rock riff you 
should learn, and which I’m sure you’ll 
recognize as being part of a great many famous 
solos – not to mention rhythm parts as well.  
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By Adam St. James 
 
For the complete course, and my free lead guitar 
tips newsletter, visit us at 
www.LogicalLeadGuitar.com .  
 
The entire Logical Lead Guitar course is a DVD-
based guitar lesson course featuring nearly four 
hours of professionally produced video footage, 
with detailed close-ups of the instructor's hands 
so you can easily duplicate the riffs, licks, tips,  
and tricks taught in the videos. If you play the 
DVDs in your computer, you can easily loop sections  
for repeated viewing, allowing you to view an 
example over and over until you can understand and 
play along with it properly yourself.  
 
The Logical Lead Guitar course comes with two DVDs,  
one audio CD and 11 separate course books – of 
which "25 Riffs You Must Know" is just one. Nearly 
every example played in the videos is written out 
in Tab (tablature) and sheet music in the course 
books, which total 550+ pages of professional 
instruction. There are more than 450 examples 
demonstrated on video and 100+ additional examples 
demonstrated on the audio CD – including full solos  
at beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels of 
playing. 
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The course provides a lifetime worth of musical 
knowledge, and essential information you'll use for  
the rest of your guitar playing life! When you 
finish studying the Logical Lead Guitar course, 
your playing will have forever changed and you will  
be on your way to playing at the pro level of all 
your favorite guitar heroes! 
 
Thank you again for checking out Logical Lead 
Guitar!  
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For additional music and guitar instructional 
resources, including songbooks with exact 
transcriptions of your favorite artists' music, 
plus other DVD- or CD-based method books covering 
virtually every style of music, please also check 
out our other websites: 
 
www.RockinRhythmGuitar.com  
 
www.RockChops.com  
 
www.BluesLessons.com  
 
www.JazzGurus.com  
 
www.GuitarLifeMag.com  
 
www.ShutUpNPlayYerGuitar.com  
 
 
For more information on the author, please visit:  
 
www.AdamStJames.com  
 
or email adam@LogicalLeadGuitar.com  
 
 
 


